
 

CENSUS 2021: new configura�ons of Portugal 

(Preliminary results) 

 
 

OBJECTIVES: 

 Iden�fy the main characteris�cs of the Portuguese popula�on in the Census 2021 and 

the main changes from 2011. 

 Apply, refine, and learn new techniques of data analysis and sta�s�cs. 

 Explore new learning situa�ons/challenges, developing collabora�ve work.

 

Fig. 1 – The perspec�ve of the developed approach to the preliminary results of the Census 

2021 
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How many are we? 

WE ARE FEWER PEOPLE 
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How are we? 

 

 

OLDER PEOPLE! 

 Index of aging (%) 

in Portugal 

Distribu�on of the 
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MORE QUALIFIED! 

 

Portuguese popula�on  →→→→ 

educa�on levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level of educa�on →→→→ 

by gender (2021) 

 

 

MORE LONELY AND 

INDEPENDENT! 

 

    ←←←← Civil status of the Por-

tuguese popula�on 

 

 
 

Solteiro is Single 

Casado is Married 

Viúvo is Widowed 

Divorciado is Divorced 

 

WOMEN LEAD IN 

HIGHER 

EDUCATION! 

 

 

 

←←←← Popula�on with 

higher educa�on 

by gender in 2021 
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Fig. 13 - Portuguese popula�on distribu�on by NUTS III regions (2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do we live? 

ON THE COAST!!! 

IN THE URBAN 

AREAS!!! 
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Source of data: 

Na�onal Sta�s�cal Ins�tute, accessible at: hAps://ine.pt/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we live? 

WITH SMALL 
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OWNERSHIP COSTS! 
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CONCLUSIONS: 

 
 The Portuguese popula�on has been decreasing, registering a 2% decrease 

about 2011, much as a result of the low birth rate; 

 Some municipali�es lost 1/5 of their popula�on (Barrancos, Tabuaço (-21%); 

Torre de Moncorvo, Nisa, Mesão Frio (-20%). However, some had increases in 

the order of 10% (Odemira and Mafra (13%); Palmela (10%) (fig. 4. The increase 

in the male popula�on in Odemira (+24%) should be noted, which we believe is 

associated with the immigra�on of agricultural labor; 

 Women (52.4%) are more representa�ve than men (47.6%), mainly due to their 

higher life expectancy (fig. 3). 
 

 

 

 
 The increasing Aging Index (AI) from 147% in 2011 to 183% in 2021 (fig. 6) 

reflects our increasing aging;  

 More than half of the municipali�es (191) have an AI higher than 200%, reaching 

780% in Oleiros (fig. 8);  

 Only three municipali�es have an AI below 100% (Ribeira Grande, Lagoa, Santa 

Cruz), and 100% in Câmara de Lobos;  

 More lonely and independent, with an increase in the number of single (+3%) 

and divorced people (+2%) compared to 2011 (fig. 12);  

 More qualified, with an increase in the % of people with secondary and higher 

educa�on, respec�vely +7% and +6% (fig. 9); 

 Higher educa�on is more significant in urban areas; in this area, women lead, 

with 5.4% more (fig. 10 and fig. 11). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 The popula�on is concentrated in the coastal areas, especially in the two 

metropolitan areas of Lisbon and Porto, where almost half of the Portuguese 

popula�on lives (45%). However, AML stands out at AMP (Lisbon Metropolitan 

Area), with 11% more. 

 Cávado, Ave, Coimbra region, and Algarve follow as the most populated NUTS III, 

although much less representa�ve than AML and AMP, not exceeding 5% (fig. 13 

and fig. 14). 

 

 

 
 Portuguese families are small in size. More than half of the families (58%) have 

only 1 or 2 people (fig. 15); 

 Only 21% of families consist of 4 or more persons;  

 Housing is overwhelmingly (82%) single-family, and only 2% of buildings have ten 

or more dwellings (fig. 17); 

 The residen�al housing stock is considerably old. 85% of the buildings are pre-

2000, and 50% are pre-1980 (fig. 19). 

 


