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WHICH ARE THE MAIN DANGERS TO THE HUEMUL?

General objective: Study the different causes that endanger huemul, according to different 

sources of information.

HOW THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR AFFECT THE 

DISAPPEARANCE OF THE HUEMUL?
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The dangers that the huemul faces in

its natural habitat, discounting human

intervention, are their predators which

are the cougar and the Andean fox.

THE ANALYSIS OF CAUSES THAT 

THREATEN THE HUEMUL

PROBLEM

The huemul is a native species of Chilean and Argentinian Patagonia that is actual ly in danger of

extinction. For this reason, it is needed to know what causes their infringement. In the same

way, the role of the human being is considered a factor in what is happening today with this

animal .

Objective 3: Show the 

difference between human and 

environmental causes.

Objective 2: Distinguish the territories in

which the huemul lives and how much

influence theyhave on its threat.

Objective 1: Analyze if, and in

what ways, the seasons of the

year affect the disappearance of

the huemul.

METHODOLOGY: An investigation was done through a CONAF browser with keywords such as huemul

and extinction. Thesis regarding the huemul and national park reports were also found.

Acco rd ing to the 1° g r aph , we can no t i ce tha t i n au tumn (30 .4%) and summer (30 .4%)

a re the per i ods where mo re an ima l s d i e . I t can be d i re c t l y asso c i a ted w i th the causes o f

the 2°g r aph . One o f the causa t i ve var i ab l es o f the i r dea th i s by p r eda to r , the i r h ab i ts ,

and s ea sons o f s t a l k i ng .

Graph 1:Percentage dif ference in one year deaths by season

Graph 2: Percentages of causes of death according to the 

seasons of the year,

Based on this, it is possible to analyze and verify that, indeed, there is an influence of the seasons 
of the year, so they are considered among the factors that threaten the huemul population.

WHAT IS THE MOST POTENTIAL CAUSE OF THE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF THE HUEMUL?

Thanks to the graph, it can be observed that human causes are the most influential in the 
disappearance of the huemul (66.6%). This is due to destruction, pollution, and habitat fragmentation. 
The excess of hunting put the huemul on notice that they needed to change their migration traditions, 
confining them to forested areas of high mountains, considerably lowering the number of specimens.

CONCLUSION

The huemul is an animal that is in danger of extinction due to inconsistency from humans; this can be 
evidenced in the percentages of illegal hunting (Graph 2). A preventive measure is also needed in the 
face of the imminent extinction of the huemul with respect to its natural predators.
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The density of huemules in a territory can 

be quite limited, due to the fact that these 

species in particular aren't able to subsist 

together. This can be evidenced in the 

localities of Fiord Tempano and National 

Park Bernardo O'Higgins, which the studied 

surface was 21 Km^2 and the density of 

huemules was 4,52 per Km^2.

Table 1:Density of huemules in dif ferent local i t ies in Ch i le  

and Argentina.

Own elaboration based on techn ical report, La Tapera park, Aysén, Chile.

Dog Andean fox Acc idents   Il legal hunt ingCougar

Causing

Winter Autumn SummerSpring

The human causes that endanger the 
huemul are: forest fires, illegal hunting, 
road accidents, diseases, and the 
occupation of protected areas by 
humans.


