ATTITUDES

1. Aim Income Inequality & Environmental Concerns

Due to climate change, the need to take pro-environmental actions becomes

more urgent. The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the impact of income 5. AnalySiS at Country Level

inequality on human well-being. Differences on how to best deal with income Individual attitudes towards income inequality is measured by survey responses to the following statements on scale of 1 to 10 with 1 indicating complete agreement with the
inequality arise from the differences in attitudes towards income inequality. Each statement, “incomes should be made more equal,” and 10 indicating “we need larger income differences as incentives.” This psychological dimension of income inequality
country has a single measure of income inequality at the national level (e.g., Gini within a country is obtained by averaging the responses of all subjects living within the country.
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at the global level.
Countries with a higher preference for larger income differences tend to perceive that community environmental concerns as more serious. By using OLS regression, the average

This research can help us gear towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals: level of preference for larger income differences is positively associated with the perceived seriousness of poor water quality and poor sewage and sanitation. Attitudes towards
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Goal 6 “Clean Water and Sanitation income inequality is not a statistically significant predictor for the perceived seriousness of poor air quality and global environmental concerns (e.g., global warming). The two
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Goal 13 C.//mate Action figures below show the distribution of countries for the two dependent variables with significant statistical association.
Goal 14 “Life Below Water”
Goal 15 “Life On Land” M g N oEom
® Morocco ® Ethiopia S ;
@ [ran urke ) ) n O HIli k) ran ® Morocco _ l.Burklna Faso.
° -.? .In;: k.%[ﬂﬁg.“ré’]lggiéﬁgrb'a Q&FJPJH‘% g (]| .Turkg’cArgentina l.Sel’bia .Ethf%%@@in o®eiali
3. Environmental Concerns - . A,
o . ) ) . L.a . : Sico e Malaysia 'g S5 M hife @ South Africa . el
Individual attitudes towards environmental concerns could be linked to their ‘§§ _ oo Rviiped States 52 o ’ ® Ghana
. . . . . . 5= fea ® dapanra ® [hailand %: ® Swj : &?@ﬁr%South K ;
attitudes towards income inequality in their country. There are two broad types 8¢ OUnQtpada @ South Kordh Hitiad and Tobago 59 SROMENa o unfipngda, S2amONTEY ¥ Raland
. . . . . . . - D witzerlan @ Slovenia a Taiwan - ia AW rinidad and Tobago
of environmental concerns: those that individuals face in the communities they 28 [T edem ol ’ 58 St et
2 E . 83T ® Germany @ Finland SN erman o
live in and those that impact the world. 5 " eNomay 3 @ Norvey o Sweden
@
o
® Sweden g
Responses to the questions are coded as: _ |
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Community [~ Poor Air Quality T GRS T e Individuals feel that larger income differences are needed as incentives and these individuals have a “deserving” mentality that individuals should work hard to earn what they
each one to be here in your deserve. Accordingly, individuals with a higher preference for larger income differences are more concerned about what happens in their community. By using ordinal logistic
Poor Sewage regression, they tend to feel that community environmental concerns are more serious. The controls in this regression model included income, gender, age, marital status and level

] own community.”
Environmental & Sanitation / of education. This predictor is statistically significant for the perceived serious of all the three types of community environmental concerns and one of the global environmental
Concerns concerns (pollution of rivers, lakes and oceans). The predicted mean of a individual level of concern for the environment is based on his/her specific level of preference for income
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4. Data & Method @O/ﬂdasaWhOley

Data on individual environmental concerns are obtained from survey

responses from about 68,000 respondents living in 47 countries from major
continents in wave 5 (2005_2009) of the World Values Survey (st) data set Attitude towards Income inequality (1: Incomes should be made more equal; 10: Complete agree with more income differences needed)

[1]. The environmental concern questions are only asked in this wave of the 7. COHC]“Sion

WVS survey series. Data on country income inequality (Gini index) is obtained - : : : : : : : : : : .
v ] Y ) a v ) Individual attitudes towards income inequality affect their attitudes towards environmental concerns, especially those in the community. The findings generally support the
from the Standardized World Income Inequality Database (SWIID) [2]. Country ) . . . : : . : : : : ..
hypothesized mechanism linking attitudes towards income inequality and environmental concerns. The mechanism, a view of what a society ought to be, could be driving the

wealth is measured as its gross national income (GNI) per capita, based on : . ) : . . . ) : :
: . 5 . . ( ) p P effects on environmental concerns, and by extension, actions on environmental protection. A suggested improvement for future studies is to include a wider variety of
purchasing power parity (PPP) in current international dollars; and the data , : . )
environmental concerns as this research is limited to only six.

are obtained from the World Bank database [3]. References:
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https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD

