International Statistical Institute, 53rd Session 2001: Jenny Pange & Theodore Chadjipadelis

Continuing Education of WSin Greece
Jany Pange

Assistant Professor
University of loannina Greece

jpagge@cc Lol gr

Theodore Chadjipaddis

Professor

Arigtotle University of Thessaloniki
Greece

Introduction

UNESCO Divison of Satidics in co-operation with nationd commissions or with UNESCO
country or regiond offices has organised through the last ten years, workshops for women
ddidicians in many countries. The purpose of these workshops was: to promote the systematic
collection, andyss and dissamingtion of gender-sensitive education Satistics,
to train women datigicians, in methods and techniques needed to ensure the regular production of
education indicators alowing meaningful andyses of gender digparities;

to facilitate regiond co-operation and inter- country sharing of ideas and experiencesin thisfidd.

In Greece little research has been done up to now about the continuing education of Women
Satigicians (WS). There are not any well-defined continuing education programs based on the
actud needs of WS and it seems obvious that WS do not have egua trestment within the present
gender gtructure.

The a@m of this sudy is to present how could we gpply a continuing education program using
learning technologiesto WS,

The program

Mogt of women datigicians in Greece are working in Universties, where the others work in
private or public companies. Of those who are working in the Universties, the chances of having
an extra course are dmog double, of other daidicians. But dl gatisicians want to be well

informed with up-to-date knowledge in gatistics.

The smplest way to do thisisto organize a continuing education course in satistics. Thishasto be
eesly accessble in the web and done ether by the supervison of any Universty or by the
supervison of the IS Committee on Women in Satidics. Vauable information and cooperation

with UNESCO Dividon of Statigtics has aso to be included in this course.

A continuing education program, incorporates learning technologies such as telecommunications,
broadcadting, new interactive media, software and hardware for computers. Moreover, in a
continuing education program for WS, educators, Satidicians, and designers, have to co-operate
(1) for a better outcome.

In aweb course in datidtics, a learning Srategy has dso to be consdered. A learning Srategy
according to researchers, is an individud's way of organizing and usng a particular st of killsin
order to learn a content or accomplish other tasks more effectively and efficiently in school aswell
as in nonacademic settings (2). More smply, a learning srategy is an individud's gpproach to
complete atask. So, different learning Srategies may implement different learning technologies.

For a continuing education datigica program addressed to WS, the sudents will have ardle in
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which their paticipation will have some effect on the outcome of this process So, in a
wdl-organised gatistics continuing education  program for WS a part of it can be online and/or
another part of it can be done during summer where learning technologies will be presart.

In this program, WS firdly need an online course to retrieve information easly about satistics,

courses, libraries, books etc, because in the web it is very difficult and time consuming to try to
find information on a gpedific Satidtica topic unless you know the right address. In this program, it
is d0 necessay a wdlorganised database of datigicd information with  asynchronous
communicaion of the members of the group.

Secondly, WS have to be free to ask questions ether to Univeraty sudents sudying in  the
Depatments of Statigtics (via ther professors in datidics) or to other gatigicians. In this way,

Sudents will have a rale in the continuing education of WS, who in turn will have a role in the
education of students, because we dwaysthink thet satisicians, as having expert knowledge, they
can and they have to pass it dong to professond students. Moreover, they will creste a fruitful

discussion process and alink for future communication in between sudents- new graduates - ard
WS.

Thirdly, in summer schoals, intensve gaigtica courses for WS, with red data problems will give
them the opportunity to co-operate, discuss about datistics, and find new ways of applying,

learning and teaching Satiics usng new learning technologies

Summary

This paper suggests ways thet an online continuing education datidtical course with a summer
school in gatigtics will give the opportunity to WS in Greece for a better training and co-operation
amongd them

Resume

Cette etude analyse un processus pour un online cours avec un cours d_ ete en Satistique qui
donnera | [J occason aux ddidiciens dl] acquerir un melleure entrainement e un etat de
collaboration entre eux.
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