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With great sadness,  
we write to let you know that  
on Saturday, October 15, 2011,  
Martha Aliaga passed away from cancer, surrounded by her  
family. A world-renown educator and statistician and member of the 
International Statistical Literacy Project advisory committee, Martha 
impressed everyone she met, both personally and through her many 
professional accomplishments.  
 
After receiving an undergraduate degree in mathematics from the 
University of Buenos Aires and a master’s degree in statistics, she 
went on to earn her PhD in statistics from the University of Michigan, 
where she became an associate professor in the department of 
statistics. Co-author of the popular and widely acclaimed college 
textbook Interactive Statistics, she was the 2002 president of the 
Caucus for Women in Statistics, an elected council member of the 
International Statistical Institute, and a Fellow of the American 
Statistical Association (ASA). 
 
Martha was the ASA the director of education creating the 
Educational Ambassadorship Program, Meeting Within a Meeting for 
statistics K-12 teachers, and STEW (a peer-reviewed repository of 
lesson plans for statistics K–12 teachers). She also introduced 
Census@School in the USA. Martha said she was attracted to the 
position of director because of the number of people she could help 
through the ASA. "I always thought I was successful as a teacher," she 
said, "but I could only help one student at a time." ASA Executive 
Director Ron Wasserstein noted, "We have lost a wonderful and 
remarkable colleague, and our sense of loss is great, but great also is 
our sense of privilege to have known and worked with her." 
 
Martha loved her family dearly and is survived by her husband of 44 
years, her three children and nine grandchildren. She has many other 
loving relatives in Argentina, Peru and around the world. 

  

 International Statistical Literacy Project �  Newsletter 
 

���������
������������
����
 
by  Francesco Michele Mortati    
�
�������%(����
�����$���%(&&�����#�
��
��
'
����
��#����������
� �
��������!#��
�"�
����$�
����#�
��
�� �
��������4
���

�������������.������'
������5����
��
�����$��������������678%69����
���������
����
�����-����� �
��������4
���������
���
�
-����� �
��������4
���
����������������
�����

���
����
����������������������
���
�����������$���
�����
���
$����
����
���
������$�����
�
�������
��#��
�����������������$�
�������
'
����
�� �
��������4
�����������
������
#��
�������
���

�������*����$���
�������
������#�
��
�������������������
����������
����#�
��
�� �
������
�� �������! # "�
���
�
����������������
�����������
���������
������������
����������
���������
�
�������������������������
�
#��*�����������
��
����������
�������
����$��#��
��+���������2������
5���
������
��� # �+����������
�������
:���������������������������
���
�������������������������������
�
�������
������������
������
������
�������
���
��������
������
���������#������

��������
�������������;������
�
<��
�������
�
����	��������������������������
$����
�����4
�
=���������������������
����������
�������%&����
�����$�����������;0
�
 
�����
<�.�����������
�*�����������
��������������������������
��������
��������������������
�������������������

���#��
����������
��
����
������
���
��������
���������
��������������
��������>�4�������������������
�	����������
������1�������
�������������
����
$��
����������#��
��������
�������
��������
�����������
������
�����������������������������������1�����

�����
�������
�����������������=��
��
������
�������
���$���
��������
��������

�
���
����������
��������������������
�������������������������
������������
��
��������
�������������
�����������
���
�������������
���������

������=�
���������
��������
�
'���
�����������������
���
��������1����
$����������
����������
���������������������

��������
������
�������������������
���
����
������� �

������	�
����		
��������	
���
�����

�����������
�������
�������
��������



 3 

took place, in which awards 
and certificates were given to 
all the participants. 
The ceremony was opened by 
the president of UNRC, Dr. 
Marcelo Ruiz. He praised the 
students' effort and the 
teachers’ commitment, which  
contributed to the successful 
development of this academic 
event, highlighting that “having 
access to scientific knowledge 
in a public university should be 
a right for everybody”.  

 

Meanwhile, Mary Koberski , 
the Director of Science 
Dissemination form the 
Ministry of Science and 
Technology, said that these 
activities aim not only  to train 
individuals to be capable of 
generating knowledge, but also 
to provide them with skills and 
abilities to be good people, as 
part of an appropriate ethical 
and moral education, thus 
promoting solidarity and 
interdisciplinary learning.   

 

María Inés Rodríguez, the local 
coordinator of the Córdoba 
Statistics Olympiad, said that, 
the university must contribute 
to develop citizens’ critical and 
democratic thinking. In this 
context, she said, "we believe 
that by teaching statistics we 
are enhancing the teaching and 
learning processes that 
contribute to develop those 
critical thinking abilities". 
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Statistics 
Olympiad at  
Córdoba, 
Argentina 
 
by María Inés Rodríguez 
 
The final stage of the Córdoba 
Statistics Olympiad (OEC) was 
held for the second consecutive 
year on October 28th at 
Universidad Nacional de Rio 
Cuarto (UNRC). One hundred 
intermediate level students 
(between 11 and 18 years old), 
from different areas of the 
province of Cordoba, actively 
participated in the event.  
The Olympiad was organized 
jointly by the Ministry of 
Science and Technology, the 
Ministry of Education of the 
Province of Córdoba, and the 
Department of Mathematics, 
Facultad de Ciencias Exactas, 
Físico -- Químicas y Naturales, 
UNRC. 
This event had different aims 
for the different levels of 
education as follows:  

• Increasing teachers and 
students’ interest throughout the 
curriculum in mathematics and 
in statistical analysis to analyze 
and interpret information that 
comes from different sources 
and affects decisions in our 
uncertain daily life.  

• Developing young 
individuals’ ability to critically 
evaluate and to understand 
available information, making it 
a tool to improve the quality of 
their lives. 
During the competition the 
participants were divided into 
five categories according to 
their age and worked in groups 
of two or three students, using 
statistical data in problem-
solving activities.  
At the end of the day an 
emotional closing ceremony 

���
 		����������	��	
�������
	
��������� 		
�������	 ���	 ��������	 ������	 � � ���������&�
���� '�&�� (��)��)�&� ��� *�&
��� �$�� �&�� �	�
�����&��)&����+�)�&����"��������



 4 
 

International Statistical Literacy Project �  Newsletter 
 

�
��	 	
������	
�����������	 	
������� 	
 

by Reija Helenius 

The ISLP project aims to increase 
awareness of statistics among students 
and teachers, and to offer resources that 
can promote statistical literacy 
throughout the world. The poster 
competition this year was open to 
students in two age divisions: born in or 
before 1995 (age 12-15), and students 
born in or before 1992 (age 15-18).  

The theme for the competition was 
ENVIRONMENT.    

This year, close to 5000 students 
participated, from 17 countries. In each 
country, a country coordinator for ISLP 
worked very hard to encourage schools 
and teachers to participate, provided 
resources and guidelines, and arranged a 
judging panel and the judging process.  

The posters were first judged within 
their countries. After that, the national 
winner posters were evaluated by an 
international jury consisting of members 
from six coun-tries, and chaired by  

Martha Aliaga (USA), who was the 
chair 

Chris Wild (New Zealand) 

Iddo Gal (Israel) 

Metka Zaletel (Slovenia) 

Christine Reading (Australia) 

Enriqueta Reston (Philippines) 
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by Minna Korhonen	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In total Statistics Finland has organized five statistical literacy 
competition poster displays. Our biggest effort was the display organized 
in cooperation with the Finnish Science Centre Heureka in October 2011.  
 
This display of international and Finnish awarded posters drew 
approximately 200 visitors during the weekend and was a great 
opportunity to market future competitions as well as statistics in general. 
Special attractions of the display were the students presenting their hard 
work and answering questions from the audience in front of their posters. 
The other displays were organized at the University of Helsinki and at 
Statistics Finland during various stakeholder events.  
 
Tip of the day: For an impressive display laminate and frame the printed 
posters. 

�

������� �
�

Downloadable 
programs  
and e-books 
���������

������������

Sandy MacRae from the University of Birmingham, UK, has 
created two web sites communicating basic statistical ideas. 
One is for teachers and students and the other for non-
statistical professionals in quality assurance or product 
development in industry. 

www.statbasics.com shows extracts from a multimedia 
teaching program for students of any age encountering 
statistics for the first time. It was launched in 1998 at ICOTS 
5 in Singapore.  In its original form, the program runs on a 
network with many students, monitored by tutors, each user 
having an individual login that keeps records of progress, 
bookmarks and tutor-created study plans. The networked 
version is used in more than 200 schools and universities in 
several countries for private and group study and for 
classroom demonstrations with a projector. A single-user 
version on CD is mainly used as a refresher resource by 
postgraduate courses that have students on placements in 
clinical settings.  Now three new versions have been 
developed for individual student users.  Each version contains 
part of the material from the main program and additionally 
includes an integrated textbook which can be consulted on-
screen from within the program with a single click whenever 
a text-based explanation is wanted. The new programs can be 
downloaded free from the web site and run in Demo mode, 
but before the program and e-book can be used to the full it is 
necessary to supply a validation code which is obtained from 
the web site at a cost of £6, payable in any currency through 
PayPal. Printed versions of the textbooks can also be bought 
from the site. 

In some industries, such as food or cosmetics, the 
acceptability of a product has to be assessed by the human 
senses and  www.difftest.co.uk is designed for non-
statisticians concerned with product quality or development 
there. It provides a free, downloadable calculator for 
interpreting data, both where the objective is to demonstrate 
that there is a significant difference and the much more 
difficult case where the aim is to demonstrate that any 
difference is negligible.  The web site explains the 
fundamentals of sensory difference tests, significance and 
confidence intervals at a level accessible to practical people 
as well as describing in detail how to use the calculator and 
illustrating it with examples. 
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Building statistical 
literacy through sport 
 
by Robert Letheby 
 
The Australia Bureau of Statistics has 
recently released a suite of web based 
resources known as "Footy Stats" to 
help build the statistical literacy of 
Australia's Indigenous youth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 'Footy Stats' activities provide a fun 
and interesting introduction to statistics 
for Australia's Indigenous population, 
many of whom live in remote locations 
away from the major urban centres. The 
program uses sport (Australian Rules 
Football) as a way of engaging middle-
years Indigenous students in 
educational activities to promote 
statistical literacy and improve 
capability.  
 
The ABS Footy Stats activities are 
based on the concept of learning 
through active participation and 
discussion. As such, it is not a program 
based in a classroom or through the use 
of static or interactive materials on a 
website. Given the challenges faced in 
working with communities which may 
have limited access to educational 
resources (either human or IT in 
nature), where general literacy levels 
may be relatively low, and where the 
Indigenous population is highly mobile 
in comparison to the non-Indigenous 
population, the approach to building 
statistical capacity has focussed on 
using the love of sport as a denominator 

 
����� �#�
� 	
 �

�
common across much of Australia's 
Indigenous youth in terms of 
something  that will engage them and 
form the  
basis for the learning experience. 
An adult facilitates the group activity 
and discussion, using the resource 
materials freely available. To 
complement the existing reference 
materials on the ABS website, a series 
of short videos that show how to 
undertake the activities is  
 
 
 
 
 
 
scheduled to be available on the 
website (and via DVD) by February 
2012. This will assist both the activity 
coordinator as well as the children to 
understand what the activity involves 
and makes the learning experience 
more enjoyable and beneficial. 
The activities form part of the ABS 
Indigenous Community Engagement 
Strategy (ICES) which provides a 
framework for building stronger 
relationships with Australian 
Indigenous communities and 
organisations by increasing Indigenous 
Australians' understanding of and 
participation in ABS data collections; 
returning statistical data to Indigenous 
communities; and providing training 
and technical assistance to Indigenous 
communities in order to increase their 
awareness of, and access to, and use of 
statistical information. For further 
information see: 
http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/a31
21120.nsf/51c9a3d36edfd0dfca256acb
00118404/5b3657b0c50558a1ca25791
a0080c50c!OpenDocument 
 

 
Helping data users   
speak a common 
language 
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The applicant s, 
the jury, and the 
winners 
 
by Pedro Campos 
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Statistics New Zealand 
and NAOS (Network of 
Academics in Official 
Statistics) 
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