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World Statistic
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World Statistics Day

$II

By Gai Mooney

World Statistics Day was celebrated
at Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) offices across the country

with cake, presentations and
seminars for staff and key statistics

users. Other organisations also took
the opportunity to celebrate and
acknowledge the importance of
statistics, including the Statistical
Society of Australia (SSAI), the
Office of Economic and Statistical

Research, Queensland and the
Australian Prudential Regulation

Authority.

The Australian Statistician, Mr
Brian Pink hosted a world Statistics
Day seminar at the ABS Central
Office in Canberra where Professor
Glenn Withers from Universities
Australia spoke about the
importance of statistics in decision
making.

Mr Pink also released three papers:
the Guide for Using Statistics for
Evidence Based Polici€sat. No.
1500.0); the Community Trust in

ABS Statistics Survey results; and

the NatStats 2010 Conference
Recommendations.

The Guide for Using Statistics was
produced by the Statistical Literacy
Unit of the ABS to assist people to
use quality data to inform their

decisions, especially in the area of
policy making. The Guide has been
highly praised by peak bodies in
Australia and overseas.

The Community Trust ilABS

Statistics Survey was conducted in
July 2010 by an organisation
independent of the ABS. The survey

found 92% of community
respondents 'tended to trust' or
‘trusted’ ABS statistics 'a great deal'
while the corresponding figure for
specialist users was 100%.

Among theNatStats 2010
Recommendation@as a recognition
that citizens must be able 'to critically

evaluate and understand statistics' and
that 'producers of statistics should both
advocate and take practical measures

to support enhanced statistical
education that will lead to improved
statistical literacy'.

The Education Services Unit of ABS
promoted World Statistics Day to

schools across Australia and suggested
ways for teachers to promote statistics

in their classrooms.

Figure 1: A Guide for Using Statistics for
Evidence Based Policy; Released on
World Statistics Day, 20/10/2010

Figure 2: ABS staff in Victoria celebrated
with a World Statistics Day cake

By Aime Lauk

WSD Conference:

On 20 October World Statistics Day

was celebrated for the first time, under

the auspices of the United Nations.
Statistics Estonia organised
conference "Estonian Statistics in
Focus" for this occasion. "Official
statistics influence everyday life very
much, they enable us to observe the
trends of social life and the economy
and serve as the basis for making

decisions by government,
enterprises and the whole society,"
remarked Mr

Priit Potisepp, the Director General
of Statistics Estonia. "The
conference was to discuss the
situation of official statistics on the
threshold of the 90th birthday of
Estonian statistics and the
expectations and demands on
statistics of the 21st century
information society," Mr Potisepp
explained.

Based on recent statistics, the
conference provided an overview of
the Estonian economy, social life
and some price developments in
Estonia and in the rest of the world.
"Also the biggest event of the near
future was discussed - the
Population and Housing Census
taking place in 2011," Mr. Potisepp
added. Experts from various subject
areas of statistics, the Macro-
economic Analyst of Swedbank, Ms
Maris Lauri, and the Audit Manager
of the National Audit Office, Mr
Urmet Lee, made presentations. The
Opening speech was delivered by
Mr Jurgen Ligi, the Minister of
Finance and 192 participants took
part.

Information about the conference is
available on the web site:
http://www.stat.ee/49733
(English)and
http://www.stat.ee/ulemaailmne-
statistikapaev-2010

(Estonia). Photos can

be viewed on Facebook,
http://www.facebook.com/album.ph
p?aid=531370&id=323304855460

CROSSWORD:

We also compiled a crossword (in
Estonian), using an old caricature
about statistics and statistical
definitions. Solutions were done on
the Statistics Estonia website,
www.stat.eeand 60 people solved
it. Crosswords have great popularity
in different events (fairs, seminars
etc)but it is not possible to translate
this one as the joke will be lost in
translation.



Professor Seppo Laaksonen
at Orimattila on World
Statistics Da»

By Minna Korhonen

WSD activities aim to bring statistical literacy to
public attention in Finland

Educational institutions were the target for thistfiVorld
Statistics Day in Finland. The goals were to higilithe
significance of reliable information in everydafeland in
decision making, to familiarize people with statistand to
promote the Official Statistics of Finland.

The producers of Official Statistics gave education
institutions an opportunity to invite a visiting-pert to give
a lecture of any topic related to statistics amtistical
literacy. Altogether 13 schools vary-ing from elenay
school to upper secondary school and reaching from
southern Finland to upper north were visited, saiae
video conference.

Professor Seppo Laaksonen, was one of the vigtpgrts.
He visited an upper secondary school in Orimatttita was
a successor of the school he used to go to yearsHue
feeling that | was left with was very powerful.dticed that
the school premises had gone through many changdbe
fact that statistics were given as little attentsrbefore was
evident. Getting students excited of statistics aas
challenge”, Seppo said. He discussed the |latesi saxf
PISA (Programme for International Student Assessmen
with students and highlighted that students’ sHitacy
was an important factor in the learning procesthitik that
it is vital to encourage students’ self-efficacystndying
and in making the best of their own lives”, Sepaiuls

Learning materials to promote statistical literacy

A number of new learning materials were also preduznd
shared via Statistics Finland’s website. The maleare
free of charge and some are published in Englishefisas
Finnish. The English ma-terials were developed in
cooperation with the ISLP-network. Look at the miate at
Statistics Finland’s website or at ISLP-website.

To attract public attention Statistics Finland eyl a
press release discussing the most typical chaistoterof a
Finnish female and male. The release was accongpagia
small exhibition of a typical Finnish at the Libyaof
Statistics.

In summary, World Statistics Day was a vast amaofint
work but received a reasonable amount of mediataite
and positive feedback from educational institutiand
from visiting lecturers. School visits especialgndoe
viewed as groundbreaking work in promoting statgti
literacy as a part of the work of every statisticia

by Nadezhda Tsankova

In Veliko Turnovo, the medieval
capital of Bulgaria, World Statistics
Day - 20" October 2010, was
celebrated by a joint announcement
of the ISLP Poster

Competition and a press
conference with Borislav Borisov,
the director of the Regional
Statistical Bureau.

We announced the results from the
preliminary census, the revised ISI
Declaration on Professional Ethics
and the start of the ISLP Poster
Competition in Bulgaria together
with members of the national
organizing committee. Information
about ISLP was prepared and
published by Georgy Buchvarov, a
journalist at the regional newspaper
"Borba" and Penka Gurbozanova, a
journalist at Cable Radio of Veliko
Turnovo. Lectures were also given
to students from "St. Cyril and
Methodius University of Veliko
Turnovo", Institute of Economics of
Bulgarian Academy of Science,
teachers from Old School of
Economics, "Vasil Drumev" High
School, American College Arcus,
municipal officers and
businessmen. The Bulgarian ISLP
country coordinator Nadezhda
Tsankova published useful
information about the event on the
Bulgarian ISLP blog:
http://islp.blog.bg/drugi/2010/10/28/
mpsg-islp-startira-vyv-veliko-
tyrnovo.626167

and photographs are available on
the Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=hom
e#!/album.php?aid=32220&amp;id=
100000900601764




World Statistics Day

At Statistics Canada in
Ottawa by Mary Townsend
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On World Statistics Day in Iran the Iranian Stétist Society distributed
a new educational statistics story book. Called @mewith statistics it
was written in Farsi (Persian) by Afshin Ashofténlecturer in the
statistics department of Isfahan University foreags and now working
in the Statistics Department of the Central Bankarf). Afshin has a
website about statistical literacy in Farsi at
www.savadeamari.com.

by Afshin

Ashofteh By Sharleen Forbes

In New Zealand on World

The ISLP in Senegal celebrated the first
World Statistics Day, October 20th 2011, by
organizing a national and public workshop on
the topic: Statistical tools for teachers and
pedagogical managers within the free R
software environment.

Overall view of the workshop room;
participants doing their lab works with R
software.

The event took place at the African
Management Institute (IAM). It was attended
by many teachers and Schools managersfrom
several areas in Sénégal, under the patronage
of the Comunications and ICT Minister,

Mister Mouhamadou Mbamba Guirassy. The
event was covered by the National TV
Channel One. On November 24th, the African
Statistical Daywas also celebrated, again
under the auspices of the ISLP. After televison

Family picture of the participants, around ISLP
Senegal Coordinator, Prof. Gane Samb Lo (brown
jacket).It would be interesting to see the presenfce
three women. From left to right : Dr Fatou Néné pio
(ISLP deputy coordinator), Sirandou Soukouna (Msc
in Computer Sciences) Adja Mbarka Fall (Ph.D
student in Statistics)

Statistics and Demography Office (ANSD) in
preparing and executing the workshop. The
program offered to the participants and delivere
by statisticians from Gaston Berger University
(Saint-Louis, Senegal) was as follows:

(1 - How to read and apply results of Surveys.
2 - Descriptive Statistics revisited.

3 - Introduction to R.

4 - Handling pedagogical data in R : One and tw
dimensional cases.

5 - Case studies by participants and labs in R.
6 - Panel discussions on the Statistics and tiseir
in schools.

A full report is available at :

coverage of the two events, the french name of http://www.statpas.net/islpa/jmsnu/y2010senega

ISLP, that is PILS (Programme International
de Litéracie Statistique), is now popularized.
We worked closely with the National

php

\

)

Statistics Day we
highlighted the importance
of official statistics to
community, national, and
international development.
It was a time to celebrate
the work of statisticians,
economists, and others who
support the production of
official statistics. Among
the activities on the day
were: 2011 Census
education resource.

Statistics New Zealand
made available a 2011
Census education resource
for primary, intermediate,
and secondary schools to
use during the first school
term and throughout the
rest of the year. The
resource contains
everything teachers need to
have a successful,
curriculum-based unit on
the 2011 Census.

New Zealand Official
Yearbook 2010 Statistics
New Zealand released the
New Zealand Official
Yearbook 2010 on World
Statistics Day. The
yearbook provides a
comprehensive statistics
picture of life in New
Zealand since 1893.



WORLD
KINNAIRD COLLEGE FOR
PAKISTAN

STATISTICS DAY WEEK ACTIVITIES:

WOMEN, LAHORE,

The Islamic Countries Society of Statistical Scienoeganized
World Statistics Day activities in the city of Laieo Pakistan for
the entire week from Monday, October 18 to Saturdagtober
23, 2010. The Department of Statistics at Kinn&@allege For
Women, Lahore organized the Kinnaird College Siafis
FESTIVAL (Forum for the Enlightenment of Studenteachers,
Innovators, Veterans, Amateurs and Learners) onddpnl8th
October, 2010.

Teachers and students of Statistics and/or retiiseiplines from
various universities and colleges of Lahore as wadl a
delegation of faculty and students from a collag&awalpindi
participated. All the sessions of the FESTIVAL wéld in the
College Hall which was beautifully decorated witHazoful and
attractive statistical posters prepared by studeftKinnaird
College and other institutions. The Program condisteseven
Academic Sessions and a Prize Distribution Ceremdre
academic sessions were as follows:

1. Why Probability ?
2. Regression

3. Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 4. Foasting 5.
Categorical Data Analysis 6. Research MethodologytiAdm
and Tinkerplots

The Prize Distribution Ceremony included, among othigs:

1. Announcement of Results of the Kinnaird Stat@tieoster
Competition 2010 (an intercollegiate competitionnicloed by
Kinnaird College in order to encourage and train shalents to
participate in the International Statistical Liteya Poster
Competition 2010-11);

2. Short addresses by students who won prizeserKthnaird
Statistical Poster Competition;

3. Keynote Address with reference to the WorldiStias Day by
Prof. Dr. Munir Ahmad, Patron and Founding Presidésiamic
Countries Society of Statistical Sciences;

4. Address by Mr. Asif Bajwa, Secretary, Statistl@#vision,
Government of Pakistan (Chief Guest of the PrizeriDigtion
Ceremony);

5. Address by Dr. Rukhsana David, Principal, Kinda@ollege
For Women.

Feedback from participants indicated that they ¢buthe
Academic Sessions informative and interesting, atveosphere
pleasant and inspiring, and the Prize Distributid@remony a
befitting culmination to a highly successful day.

The faculty and students of the Kinnaird CollegetiStias
Department are deservedly proud that Kinnaird Celldgpr
Women in Lahore, Pakistan was the first educatigmstitution
in the world to celebrate World Statistics Day!
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A new text (part 4) of this series, with the title "A
Guide to Improving Statistical Literacy”.
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The above mentioned course
editions are included in the LLP
Comenius Training Database,
therefore individuals interested

The course "EarlyStatistics: Ini" attending the course can
Service Training in Statistics 2PPly for a Comenius (school
Education” will be offered thre€ducation) mobility grant to
times during 2011. This coursec0Ver both the course fees and
is the main outcome of the EU @ccommodation and subsistencg

funded Socrates-Comenius  COSts. In order to do so, they

project Enhancing the Teachingould contact the Lifelong
earning Programme National

and Learning of Early Statistic _ )
Reasoning in European Schoofsd€ncy in their country.

(Ref. No: >226573-CP-1-2005-

1-CY-COMENIUS-C21, 2005- Please be aware that to apply
2008). It is offered as a LLp  fOr Sessions 1 and 2 of the
Comenius inservice course  course, the deadline to request 3

targeting European elementary-LP grant from their National
and secondary Agency is the 14th of January

school mathematics teachers, 2011. The deadline to apply for
The course aims at helping @ LLP grant for Session 3 of the
teachers improve their course is the 29th of April 2011.
pedagogical and content Detailed information about the
knowledge of statistics througHtOUrse can be obtained from the
exposure to innovative LLP Comenius/Grundtvig
educational tools and resource§raning Database,'Course

and cross-cultural exchange of¥€ference Number: CY-2011-

experiences and ideas. 070-003. _
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tra
The following three sessions ofhingdatabase/search.cfm

the course have been plannedthough the language of
for 2011. instruction is English,

Session 1: Nicosia, Cyprus; participants from Spain and
May 22-29, 2011 Greece could still participate

Session 2: Nicosia, Cyprus; JuRy€n if they are not fluent in
17-24, 2011 nglish, since all the course

EarlyStatistics

Comenius Course
by Maria Meletiou-Mavrotheris

Women in Statistics
Conference

The School of Government at Victoria
University held a Women in Statistics
conference opened by the Minister of
Women's Affairs, Hon. Pansy Wong, chairg
by Kim Hill (a well-known journalist who is
also a member of the Minister of Statistics
Advisory Committee on Official Statistics.
Six talks were given by: Associate Profesg
Jenny Brown: President of the NZ
Statistical Association and Head of
Department of Mathematics and Statistics
the University of Canterbury; Associate
Professor Megan Clark, Head of School of
Mathematics, Statistics and Operations
Research, Victoria University; Professor
Natalie Jackson, Professor of Demography

Director Population Studies Centre, Waikato

University; Lisa Davies, Director, Kaipuke
Consultants Ltd; Rachael Milicich, Manage
National Accounts, Statistics New Zealand
and Adjunct Professor of Official Statistics,
Sharleen Forbes.

d

or

At

r

Session 3: Nicosia, Cyprus: material will also be available in
Sept. 11-18, 2011 their national language.

2011 Census video for the Deaf

Statistics New Zealand released a video
about the 2011 Census for the Deaf. Filmed
with a sign language interpreter, the video
covers the importance of the census, what
the information is used for, and what people
need to do on census day. The video is
available on www.stats.govt.nz, YouTube,
and on the Deaf Aotearoa website.




O @ _ ISLP Poster Competition

ISLP Competition
o An example of a marketing
The ISLP Poster Competition is in

progress. Rules and instructions are of th_e _Intematlonal
published in English, French, Statistical Literacy
Portuguese, Italian and Spanish. The  Competition

goal of the International Statistical
Literacy Competition is to increase
awareness of Statistics among
students and teachers throughout the
world, to promote statistical literacy
resources and to bring together parties
interested in statistical literacy in each
country. The ISLP Poster

Competition has started on 13th
September. For more details, please
visit:
http://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/~
slp/competition-second
Currently, thirteen countries have
already confirmed their participation:

By Maria Gabriella Ottaviani
(National Coordinator)
On behalf of the Italian Committee

The registration process in Italy for the
ongoing ISLP poster competition is
now over. The ltalian marketing
campaign ended up with 30 teachers
and 559 students registering for the
competition.

lase/i Reaching such a high number of
participants is thanks to a joint venture
of the Italian Official Statisticians and
of the Italian Academic Statisticians.

http://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/~iase/i Both the President of Istat — prof
slp/co:jnpetltlpn- : . Enrico Giovannini — and the President
second_participating_counries of the Italian Statistical Society (SIS) —

prof. Maurizio Vichi- accepted the
proposal to support together the ISLP
initiative.

Examples of dissemination of this
competition are many. In New
Zealand, the theme is “It happens in

my neighbourhood” (see image). A joint committee, who translated the

competition materials from English

into Italian at the same time keeping
contact with the ISLP International
Committee, was established. The
competition materials were published
in the Istat and SIS websites. In
addition, a message was sent to all the
SIS members and Istat staff
encouraging them to share the
information all over Italy. Moreover, a
very important factor was that the SIS
President sent a message to every
Italian school encouraging teachers to
register.

Now Italy is about to send each teacher
a welcoming message, informing them
the amount of schools and teachers
subscribing for the competition and
giving them additional instructions for
the school and national competitions.
Italy also wants to inform that thanks

to the donations of Istat and SIS the
winners of the Italian competition will

be awardec

The ISLP
Competition now
has its own
Facebook page:

http://www.faceboo
k.com/pagesl/Internag
ional-Statistical- :
Literacy-
Competition/149816:
448366974 :

The Facebook page:
is mainly meant for :
teachers and :
students to discuss
and share good :
practices about
poster making. :
Suggestions for the :
development of the
page are also :
welcome.

The first Statistical

Olympics of Cordoba,

(OECQC) in Argentina has been
organized, with the official
recognition of the Education
Ministry and the participation
around 200 students. More
information at:
http://www.cba.gov.ar/vernot
a.jsp?idNota=251829&idCan
al=56542




